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Inter-caste marriages in need of
more Govt. support

Caste is the greatest disease that has plagued Indian society for centuries, detrimental to
India's progress, democracy, equality, and fraternity. The birth-oriented caste system determines
the people’s occupations, marital relationships, and the way they confront social inequality. Un-
touchability, the hideous form of casteism, degrades the dignity of human beings. It destroys the
very human essence. Inter-caste marriages can play an important role in eradicating the intrinsi-
cally harmful caste menace.

Origin and mode of operation

Caste is a system created for the exploitation of labour. Castes sprang from various divi-
sions of labor which arose following the development of production tools and implements, said
Karl Marx. “Caste is not only the division of labour but also the division of labourers,” said
Ambedkar.

Endogamous marriages within the same caste, caste-based hereditary occupations, absence
of co-dining, rituals, customs, mores, caste-based puritanism, and purity have contributed a lot to
the sustenance of the caste system. But Indian society still holds aloft an obsolete system as a
mirage is mistaken for water.

Will caste be eliminated?

The caste system rooted in the production methods, which emerged at a particular point of
time in India, cannot sustain itself forever. Caste functions as the fulcrum of production-linked
relationships as humans engage with production.

It is the people of the upper caste Hindus who are proprietors of production means, that is,
lands, enterprises etc. And it is the people at the lowest rung of the caste society, dispossessed of
land and property, who contribute in terms of physical labor to production. The owners of produc-
tion units get their chance from the caste system to exploit the labourers. So the social evil still
sustains as a production-linked network of relations. At the same time caste dominates the public
consciousness as a theoretical awareness too. Hence there is a need to bring about changes in the
production-linked relations, production means, and in the people’s mindset as well.

The caste system being demolished

Production instruments, human labour, and science and technology are called forces of
production which have, of late, grown by leaps and bounds. That is, there is a plenty of organiza-
tions, industrial, service-oriented, educational, scientific and technological, and I-T. As a result,
job opportunities have also ratcheted up. The reservation system has benefited the marginalized
and the oppressed insofar as they get opportunities in education and jobs. This fuels changes in
production-linked relations. Big entrepreneurs have emerged even among the people of oppressed
communities. Middle classes and upper middle classes have appeared cutting across all castes.
That is to say, the feudalistic production-linked relations, the womb of casteism, have started
undergoing changes. This has led to the slow demolition of the casteist structure.

A situation has arisen wherein there are several occupational categories in a single commu-
nity and there are people of various communities working in a single category of industries.
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Consequently, there are chances galore for men and women from different castes to work in an
environment bereft of inequalities. All said and done, caste consciousness is still persisting. The
silver lining is that the situation wherein caste was class and class was caste, which was in force a
few centuries ago, is now slowly getting obsolete. The workers’ united and coordinated initiatives
have replaced casteist sentiments with class sentiments. This facilitates the prevalence of inter-
caste marriages. Yet this is hardly enough. The inter-caste marriages will go on in plenty unabated
only in an egalitarian society where all will get all things equitably. That will complete the process
of caste elimination.

The belief that the caste menace can be eliminated only if religions, mythologies, gods etc.
are totally eliminated has not helped much pragmatically. Scores of people soaked in Hinduism
and mythologies are getting married beyond the pale of casteism. Films, social media, campaigns
against casteism, struggles, and progressive art and literary works have contributed a great deal to
inter-caste marriages. So, a Hindu religion sanitized of the evil of caste is possible.

The factors conducive to inter-caste marriages are friendly manwoman interactions in edu-
cational institutions and workplaces and economic self-reliance. However, families awash with
undemocratic and male chauvinistic values are still functioning as guardians of the caste system.
Even religious conversion has not helped much in elimination of castes.

Encouragement needed

Ambedkar’s statement, “I believe that inter-caste marriage is the only way to eliminate
castes. The fusion of various blood will create a feeling that all people are ours,” assumes signifi-
cance. The caste-based hereditary occupations and cultures unique to various castes have begun
to get demolished. All factors favorable to the existence of castes are also being knocked out.
Importantly, the rigid system of endogamy has started getting loosened. In several states, 20
percent of marriages are inter-caste marriages. This trend must be encouraged. Besides, social
and economic security must be provided to the couples of inter-caste marriage and their families.

The things Govt. must do

New legislation must be brought in to curb honor killings committed in the name of caste.
The government must perform inter-caste marriages free of cost. Government jobs must be given
and financial aid increased to one of the spouses of inter-caste marriage. One-third of the houses
in the ‘Periyar’ samathuvapurams must be earmarked for those couples.

Stringent action must be taken against the officials, police, registrars, caste associations,
and political leaders who are working overtime to prevent inter-caste marriages. State-level and
district-level mechanisms must be created to address the grievances of the inter-caste couples.

The factors behind the low rate of inter-caste marriages in Tamil Nadu must be found out
and weeded out.

Need for reservation

On the basis of the Justice Venkatachalaiah Committee’s recommendations, if one of the
spouses of an inter-caste couple happens to belong to one of the SC or ST communities, their
children must be categorized as ‘casteless’ and given 0.5 percent reservation which can be in-
creased, depending on their percentage. Reservation must also be extended even to other inter-
caste marriages. As inter-caste marriages increase, the reservation system for inter-caste mar-
riages must be raised add the general caste-based reservation in vogue should gradually be edged
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out. Former Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi said during a discussion on the reservation needed for
inter-caste marriages that a legal amendment was necessary in this regard.

Now, owing to the Supreme Court’s favorable verdict on the reservation for the economi-
cally weaker sections (EWS), a situation has arisen wherein the government can increase the
reservation beyond the existing 69 percent. The government should introduce a law on reserva-
tion for the children born in inter-caste marriages and that will be appropriate to the ongoing birth
centenary fete of Karunanidhi. [ |
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ABSTRACT

Land Records - Natham Settlement - Streamlining the different nomenclature used by diofferent dostricts
/ divisiona and taluks before the computerised system of Natham Land Records is brought online for the
whole State (exce[t Chennai City) - Orders - Issued.

Revenue & Disaster Management Department.
Survey & Settlement Wing, SS-II(1) Section
GO.Ms.No.221 Dated : 04.05.2023

Read:
1. GO.Ms.No.1177, Commercial Taxes and Religious Endowment Department, dated 30.10.1987.
2. GO.Ms.No.1971, Revenue Department, dated 14.10.1988.
3. From the Director of Survey and Settlement, Letter No.C1/41/2023, dated 10.2.2023.
4. From the Commissioner of Land Administration, LetterNo.R1/4406311/2023, dated 27.3.2023.
ORDER:

The Director of Survey and Settlement has sent a proposal for changing the nomenclature with
respect to dassification of lands to accurately reflect private and Government ownership of the lands for
Natham land records.

2. The Commissioner of Land Administration has examined the proposal sent by Director of Sur-
vey and Settlement and recommended the proposal based on the following observations:

I. History of Settlement: Land records were created during the colonial times for purposes of
collection of land revenue, i.e. for agricultural areas. Lands predominantly used for dwelling purposes
(present day Natham settlement areas) were insignificant from the point of collection of land revenue, and
were left out without settling the individual occupation or ownership with the overall remarks of 'grama
natham' keeping the overall extent as a government poramboke. This situation prevailed in the Original
Settlement Registers (OSR) and also in Resurvey and Resettlement Registers (RSR).

I1. History of Natham Settlement: As the individual parcels in the Natham lands were in lengthy
possession of individuals hereditarily or by transfer, the Government had ordered for Survey of Natham
sites and the agricultural lands used for non-agricultural purposes vide G.0.Ms.No.1177, Commercial
Taxes and Religious Endowment Department, dated 30.10.1987 and settlement operations were under-
taken to levy ground rent and to